
      

      

 

 

 

 

FarewellΧ  

This month we say so long  

to Jeanne Martin who has 

relocated to the Seattle 

area.    Also farewell to 

Stacey and her Legacy Farms 

group. We wish you well and 

much success in the future.  
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  Graceland Equestrian Center  

  10970 Crow Canyon Road  

  Castro Valley, CA 94552  

 (510) 538-5555 

info@gracelandequestriancenter.com    

http://www.gracelandequestriancenter.com/  

Upcoming Events  
  

Anniversary Party Aug 22 nd  

 

Brian Sabo Clinic Aug 31 st   

 

Brian Sabo Clinic Sep 14 th  

   

Greg Best      Oct 3 -4 

 
April 2009  
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August   2009   

 

Graceland Boutique 

Celebrate your independence 

by wearing something from the 

Graceland fashion collection!  

 

 

GRACELAND NEWS  

 

Gracelandõs owners have met with the 

r egional head of the US PC and have 

been given the go - ahead to establish a 

new Graceland Equestr ian Center 

Pony Club!   The new club will hold its 

first meetings in September.   Open t o 

all three disciplines. For more info, 

contact Elizabeth Moore.  

jmoore0003@aol.com  

 

 

If anyone has information they 

would like to share in the 

monthly  Hoof Prints please 

email Peggy at:  

Gracelandequest@att.net  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Who Got Caught?  

Weõd like to recognize Dayna Kobayashi (Sara's mom ). She is always in 

the barn with a broom in her hand cleaning up after whoever has left a 

mess.  Thank you Dayna!  Drop by Peggyõs office for your gift. 

WELCOME TO GRACELAND!  

Welcome Lindsay Hiltabrand and Clifford. Clifford  has moved up here 

from the Fresno area. He is a 4 1/2 year old Thoroughbred gelding and 

has moved into the big pasture.  

Welcome Crystal and Lucy Newhall. Lucy is a beautiful TB chestnut 

mare who is recovering from a suspensory injury. She has moved into 

the West barn next to Sonny and Legend.  

And Gracelandõs new Eventing trainer, James Alliston arrived in July, 

bringing with him three fine horses: Parker, Weasel and Mojo.   James 

has already begun giving lessons to many of our Eventing hopefuls and is 

settling in to the West barn.   Please help us w elcome James by saying 

hello.   James will be competing in the Woodside Summer Horse Trials 

August 6 -8. 

  

 HILARY  JOHNSON: SUPER TRAINER  OR SUPER HERO?  

Donôt be fooled by the mild-mannered demeanor and girl-next door 

appearance of Graceland trainer Hilary Johnson; this blonde-haired, blue-eyed 

native of Alamo has amazing super powers with horses and their riders.  Hers 

is a world of flying horses, last-minute rescues and non-stop action! 

Tales of Hilaryôs origins are astounding.  According to her parents, an 

international aviation attorney and a private-school English teacher, young Hilary 

was found one morning riding the familyôs Welch Mountain Pony ñPepe Le Pewò 

before she was old enough to walk!   At the age of 5, Hilary was taken to Hong 

Kong where she was introduced to the ways of the Orient.  At age 7 she was sent 

to England where she learned to ride and jump ditches and fences in three days!  

It was during one of these rides that she had a strange encounter with the 

phenomenon known as ball lightning!  Is this the source of her power? 

At the age of 8, she returned to the family home, a former late-1800ôs hunting 

lodge with a view of Mount Diablo.  At the age of 12 she was reading books War 

& Peace.   She endured the most rigorous of training under the legendary Bill 

Stone (of ñStoneò Valley) whose methods included jumping blind-folded with her 

hands and arms hog-tied behind her.   She became a master skate boarder and 

an expert video game player, winning bets against local boys in arcade Street 

Fighter 2 battles. It was none other than the legendary E Honda that taught her 

these words: ñénow you see what rewards may be reaped if the mind and body 

are in perfect harmony.ò                                                  see SUPER TRAINER  ƛƴǎƛŘŜΧ 

  

YEEHAW !!   IT'S  A 

 WILD  WEST 

 HOEDOWN!  

CELEBRATE  

GRACELAND'S  

2
nd

  ANNIVERSARY  

 

SATURDAY, 5PM, 

AUGUST 22nd 

 

JOIN US AT THE  

GRACELAND PARTY 

BARN 
 

The  Chuck Wagon will be 

full of vittles  

 

The Waterin Hole open to 

wash the dust down 

 

Horse Demontrations 

 

Challenge your Bull 

Bucking Skill  

 

Scoot your boots to the 

Johnny Cash Tribute Band 

So dawn your chaps and 
spurs and c'mon out! 

 

(RSVP to Peggy) 

 
 

  Black Beauty says:      

DonΩt miss the anniversary party!                   

 

 

 

Can you name the 

horse and rider? 

mailto:info@gracelandequestriancenter.com
http://www.gracelandequestriancenter.com/
http://www.gracelandequestriancenter.com/index.htm
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1970321&id=623182035
mailto:jmoore0003@aol.com
mailto:Gracelandequest@att.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The new galloping track is in!  To make it, the staff installed almost half a mile of new electric fencing.   New trainer 

James Alliston suggested the addition as a great way of conditioning horses for Eventing.  If youõre simply a fan of 

tr ail rides, though, the galloping track adds several new pathways for you and your horse to explore.  

As you all know we have a huge water crises here at Graceland. Our wells are barely producing enough water for 

drinking let alone bathing and everything els e we need it for. We decided we needed to try something different to 

maintain the arenas and cut back on the use of water. We found a company that uses a product that is safe for the 

environment and our horses, its called Dust -Off. Dust -off is a combinatio n of Magnesium Chloride and Sodium 

Chloride. The Sodium Chloride draws the moisture from the air and the Magnesium Chloride clumps the dust 

particles together. So far it has made a huge improvement in the arenas, especially in the afternoons when it's dry 

and windy. We will have to move the jumps more frequently to drag and keep the surfaces even. Let us know your 

feed back.  

 

Improvement Projects  

August  2009  �O Volume 1, Issue 5 �O  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th  of July  Parade! 

SUPER TRAINER  

While a student at the Athenian School, Hilary continued to perfect her riding.   She and her horses Bar Dallas and Mandy 

rode at equestrian centers that are only legends now.  She learned skills from wise Native American horse masters and 

Eventing experts.  At a young age Hilary even competed in the Junior Grand Nationals. 

From riding in Winnie the Poohôs Hundred Acre Wood to swimming in the Aegean, Hilary has traveled around the world 

and during her travels she acquired a gourmet taste for fine cuisine; sheôs eaten cheval and sea cucumber, dined with the 

French Ambassador to the US and even met famous chef Wolfgang Puck.   

Hilaryôs super history as a competitor is easy to see from the Hilary Johnson wall of fame in the East barn.   In 2008 

Hilary was awarded the coveted Starr Vaughn Trainer of the Year award.  With all of her accomplishments, Hilary 

remains modest and humble ï as if not to betray her secret identity as a champion. 

  

Contrasting with the energetic aspects of the Hunter/Jumper world, Hilary maintains a serene outlook, exemplifying the 

virtues of kindness, patience and generosity.    Hilary says that identifies her favorite trait in a horse is  the ability to sense 

when a young rider is about to fall and then shifts itôs position to protect that rider, even at risk to itself.   Hilary, too, has 

worked wonders, saving riders from certain injury by flying to their rescue just before the disaster occurs. 

Years ago a serious back injury nearly terminated Hilaryôs career and doctors said she would never ride again.   Her 

superhuman ability to ignore pain and her amazing powers of regeneration have allowed her to return to the Hunter 

Jumper world where she is adored by her many Graceland clients.  She says the best feeling in the world is having the 

perfect ride and itôs this feeling that she strives to bring to her students. 

Hilary believes that fashion and materialism are problems in the horse world and, indeed, the world in general.  She 

believes that the best things in life are simple: the smile of a child jumping a horse, things that sparkle and friendly 

dragons.   Yet this self-described ñadrenaline junkieò also enjoys fast-action Wii and Xbox games and scary movies!  

In 1998 Hilary partnered with trainer Paul Bennett to form Sun Grove Farm.  Their team went on to win numerous 

championships at all major horse shows including Pebble Beach Classics, Menlo Circus Club Charity, Portola Valley 

Classic, Horse and Hound, Calistoga Summer Classic.   Medal finals include 1998 NorCal Pony Medal Finals Champion, 

1999 NorCal 3ô Medal Finals Champion and Reserve Champion, 2002 NorCal Junior Medal Finals Champion, 2002 

Pickwick Junior/Amateur Medals Finals Champion. 

Today Hilary is regarded as one of the finest Hunter/Jumper trainers in the Bay Area.  Her current team, competing under 

the name Rose Hill Stables, will be competing this season at Starr Vaughn (August) Pebble Beach (September) and 

Strides and Tides (September).  Be sure to catch these venues for a chance to see Hilaryôs super abilities in action.  

What amazing adventures lie ahead?  Will Hilary settle down and marry the super man of her dream?  Will she give up the 

glamorous world of competitive show jumping for a relaxing beach lifestyle in the French Riviera?  Will she be crushed by 

the tentacles of giant octopus?  Stay tuned for the continuing adventures of Rose Hill Stables and Super Trainer Hilary 

Johnson.    For information about lessons or training with Hilary call (925) 324-8485 

Where her true heroism shines is in the day-to-day interactions with her 

clients and the horses at Graceland.   Hilary has an uncanny ability to 

carry on conversations with several people at once, yet each person 

feels as if Hilaryôs giving them her full attention.   And at one moment, 

Hilary can be found in the barn taking care of an injured hock and then 

ï like a flash ïshe appears in the ring with a group of young riders.      

She never stops moving, leading people to wonder where the 

mysterious source of her energy lies.   Reportedly she sustains 

herself on a simple diet of yogurt, sparkling water, cheeses and rice 

milk, though witnesses claim she sometimes ñpowers upò by drinking 

Dr. Pepper through Red Vines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


